o
.
7]
m
d
&
=
&
. o
B
o
o
2
<
=

NIS,

N

WILLIAM DE




@/é% nil,
2%%@%&1(9
- ek, Heonsas

From Biographies of Kansas-Pub, Standard Publishing Co, 1912 Page 1uu7

Joseph W, Dennis - Born U4-9-1825, Oame to Seneca in 1856, Born Henry Co, Ky,
Son of Batsen & Mary Ann Callender Dennis, the former born and reared to fam
life in Henry Co. Ky., and the latter born near Richmond, Va. =2nd when a i
young woman came to Ky. where shh married Batson Dennis, Vhen Jeseph W,_ ;%
was five (5) his varents morved to Johnson Co. Ipdians and resided there
about 8 years when they teok wp their residence on a farm ter miles
southeast of Bloemington, I'1l, (McLean Co.). They remained there mwntil
1856,in which year they came to Kangas, locating on a sqatter!s claim one
nlle south of Seneca, To Batson and Mary Ann Dennis were born the

following children: Samel who died near Seneca; Sally who died in Xy.;
Joseph V. ; Jehn H, who died on the o0ld homestead near Seneca; Jesse, who
was killed by desperadees in Nemeha Co, before the Civil War, his murderer
having heen captured and hanged in Seneca, the first execution in that

town, and Batsen Jr., -who died in Perry, Oklahoma, (014 house built in 1860
close t0 cabin built in 1856~ south of Seneca, where the family burial
grownd is)

Note: Alse born to Batsen & Mary Ann Deunis, not mentiened in the article
was Nancy Dennis, who married a2f{Xeenan,

°~
N

John H., Dennis died 1898. 3
Joseoh.W. Dennis died {j—it—!%

From Courier-Dsmocrat 10-16-1913
A; early as 1855-56-57 there were the following settlers to Nemsha Co.-

1
Joseph ¥W. Dgnnis on the east side of Nemgha River and his father Baison, Sr.
on the west, Jesse Dennis on the west,

BATSen DENNIS - e
Peens \-/ Vg — D=
Meved Te SFon. Co o 1932
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From ANTREAS Kansas Histery: /593

Batson Dennis, deceased, was born in 1796, in Henry Co., Ky, Settled 34
years affer in McLean Co.,, I'll., and came from there to Nemeha Co., Kansas
in 1856. With him were his wife and childred, Semuel, Joseph W., John H.,
Jesse S., 2nd Batson Jr., alse Nancy, wife of Keenan (J.).

Ba‘bsén Dennis, Sr., pre-ompted gov'i, land south of Seneca, and lived thers
antil his death in 1877, his wife hav§ing died previously. Jesse S, Dennis
was murdered in 1856, by one Bohn, who was hung two years later in Semeca.
There are now only three representatives of this pieneer family left in
Hemeha Co., Kensas, These are Joseph ¥., Batson Jr., 2nd John H,, 2ll
substantial farmers,

Batson Dennis, Sr. met his death in consequence of injuries sustained while
tryinz to mount a2 horse,

-

Josaph W, Dennis, farmer, P.0. Seneca, 1s a son of Babson Dennis, Sr., and
settled with his father and four brothers, in Nemqha Co., in June, 1856. 3
He was born in 1825 in Henry Co. Ky., and married in 1847 in DeWit$ Co, I'll,
Mery A. Yoimg. Mr. Dennis bought 160 acres of his present farm of Wm. Berry
for $75.00 and has added 480 acres, ewning 240 acres besides in Farrison
Tormship, Mr. & Mrs, Dennis 1iv&i four years in a log cabin seesing their
full shere of the @hadows that ever beset the pioneer's pathway. They are
menbers of the Harmony Baptis%t Church, and heve four children living:
Amanda, Osmpbell V., Ellen, and J, Phillip; having lest six childred.

1
'

First term of Distriet Court held in Nemsha Co. Nov. 11, 1861. On Grand
Jury = Szmuel Dennis,

owan

014 Settlerts Seciety formed court house, Seneca, Aug, 14, 1880, 127
014 Settlers present, John H, Dennis, Harrisen representative Oct. 6, 1881
at second meeting, Seventy five (¥5) present, :




">o0Dennis Spring Farmo o
' WM. DENNIS, Proprietor

DEALER IN

==Thoroughbred Horses==

Seneca,Kansas,...__._.......__.__.._...___ 13(_)
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August 16th§" 1917,

TO WHOM If.'r'{'my CONCERN: ~

co X
.. 1t gi¥es me very great pleasure indepd to hand this.
letter to:¥r., William Dennis, Mayor of ou City, for .
the purposé§ of assisting him in any way while he may
be on hisi §ravels through the country with his fast .
horses, which have been prepared -for the:faces this
fall, | L S P 4 '
- I tak¢ great Pleasure in saying th '_t,'l,all ‘banks,
fair officials and individuals will find®in.Mr. Dennis
¢ & man who 3 S-at all -times a perfect gentlYman and T
absolut'gly-f-reaponsible and reliable, fina cially and '
§ morally.: His“word is as good as a bond, 4nd I shall .
$ appreciate |any:co rtesy shown him by any
4 with whom %eijpome in contact. . .

o

B2
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‘.l.,.. . .'," RSt vt

' .Very réspecttullyl-
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ooDennis Spring Farmo o
WM. DENNIS, Proprietor

DEALER IN
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.w'A-S‘ S?'o-?m/ DAY — SALE CAlL D,

ENC Ny U LgHes - TNOTICE OF SALE.

Commencing at one o’clock sharp on the 20th day of November, 1913, 1 will
i offer for sale, and sell to the highest bidder—after the sale of my other stock is
t completa—the following strictly thoroughbred horses, viz:
S o LSO A e (N }&1-*‘ LADY EUNIZE, black mare foaled in 1899, by IMP’ YORKSHIRE LAD,out of
IMP’ PERFUME, both stake winners in England and America.
—WILLIAM LESLIE, brown gelding, fosled in 1897, by Miller out of Trilby, both
- sire and dam are stakewinners.
t UNCONCERNED, brown gelding, foaled in 1910. by Ire K. out of Pearl Roee.
e e - . 'ALSO A FULL SISTER, UNNAMED, foaled in 1911. .
'SANTA FE, chestnut gelding, foaled in 1911, by Ira K. out of Ollie Fay. ;
BULL OF THE WOODS, chestnut gelding, foaled in 1910, weighs 1280 ibs. by
‘ Belvedere, a stake winner, out of Pearl Rose.-
s I have concluded to quit the racing business for the present and the sabove
__.‘F " horses. will be sold without reserve. Full pedigrees furnished applicants, on ap-
plication. A credit of eight months time will be given on these horses with ap-
proved secunty and interest at eight per cent.

VR ! WIT.I.IAM DENNIS. Seneecs. Kansas.
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THE DENHIS CEIETERY ASSOCIATION.

-000-

o
3

O‘IE SHI” CLR”ILIC&TE

KHOW ALL ¥EN BY THESE PRESEHT ‘,.éhat the DENUIS
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, a corporation duly erganized under the
lJaws of the State of Xensas, of the Counﬁy of Hemahe enﬁ State of
¥anses, for and in consideration of the sum of Three & No/100
-------- "= = - - - DOLLARS, does SELL, COHYEY AP ALIEHATE
to W.. X. Dennis, and his heirs forever, the South Twenty (20) feet,
of Lot number~thirty-eiéht (38), (size lo.x 20 feet)
Al80, Lot number thirty-tkree (33), (size 11 x 28 feet)
Alse, a trget 11 x 12 Teet adjcining Lot number 33 on the noxrth,
gnd desceribed as- follows: Beginning at the northeast corner
of said Lot number 33; running thence north 12 feet:; thence west
11 feet; thenee south 12 feet trhence east 11 feet to the place of
beginning, in the Dennis Cemetery, s1tuate in the County of Hemaha
‘State of kansas in«the SE 1/4 of Section 3 Tp. 12, Range 12, acccrd-
ing to the survey end plet of szid Ce etery, filed and recorded in
the office of tkhe Reglster of Deeds o; said- Countv on, The 18th deyr

%3
of Ju_J 1906 subjeet to the rules 2nd renggtlons of sai

—ela .t oW L - - -

Cemetery,
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'. Top 1'o\y' lcft_to right’ Josnph W Denms Mrs.».':’dé‘cisﬁiW.'i‘D_emli's,'_Mr's',.Johp.

v i U A Denms, John Denms, Mrs. Margaret Hawley 24 -
Top Tow; left to rlght" I E 'l‘uylor, John Sly,- Mrs. .]'ohn S!y, . Mrs: 3 _ G

E J Ilmery, Mrs. B, .]' Emery, 1 P AR N T : ‘E N IIankJ Hl m Bur ver, My, Hiram
bec,ond row: M. J. E. Taylor, J I—I Peckham, I H! 1’_" Y g 0 S v el ) ] TR R
a‘LLud Mys. Thos. Bronaugh, Thos. Bronaugh, - ' i ; L R

SThird. vaws Manial Aat



andad

’
A

-~
)
N .
5 g
=

s

ai/zg/wun
(Centen team - William y)

arade at F




L ———————m

B T m e e e

A
R R e

TSI e
L

v TBys. TTRE

Ep"o'-m'ia i

0




/El-faom Cauue/z—/— aibune 7938 fnniverse™ Jy4ue

Meng'v.'wiis's' sy Augustmau"Bak”"
Matthids: Stein; Stanislaps’ Altm"u :

Benng.: Feser;: D:am.'g Mi
ir hy, Wiai:
If;ll'ed §chm1dt; ‘and 5C N ml
e, NI

The- “cornerstone -of ‘the s second |,
church ;was - Jaig. Apri] 23, 1834:
and formally ded:cated .on May 22,
1887. = Rt.: ‘Rev. ; -Inhocent . Woit
D. D, Abbot of St. Benedmt’s CoI- ]
Iege,_celebrated - Pontifical mans‘.i
Pev. J.. Pichler: of Hanover vavet‘
the sermon. A Bohemian ae:;mn
Was given in the afternoon by (
thhe.r Gaydedechek: .

The church 'wag: almo-t cma-
p[etely destroyed.in the tornado of
1896 * The steeple and a number |
of hﬁautztul windows. were .demoj--

g ished; a’tota]. loss. of.:$29, 000, A
school -building that . had - “been|s
started,was delayeg- urbulldmn- fie
became- the  duty: of” ‘the .Pastox: ||

: Bomface,; to- rebuilds ‘the = churr,b;-'
and itwas" enlargedito: its- pres. |«

. ent giz -Church +# “property. .in- |

cludes:the Audit&gri:’:_m,{-'buﬂt duz-|
lng.-.jzl;é-.radmﬁistraﬁb of Fathes |t
‘Lawrence, . the ' parish house and F
the ‘pazish.: schooll?
Sai ;;Pa.étbi';?who..‘ha.v&} n:re-
~~-centiyears include- :Rev., Fa‘h&
Lawrerice; Thomas;, .Gabriel,. Cyiil;
Joseph,* Hilary; +Edgar;; ‘Raymond
and ‘the’ present epastors, Damizn |
" and Glaude i : i

1

————

"--The Seheca Free-L1hra.t-y was or-|
_ ganized:in:May, 1917 ‘dunng the
adm:.mstratmn of Mayor ‘Wm. Den-|,
- mis. < Charles H. Herold" ‘was the
firstpresident.. Mrs. E, M Col-
Ims, the firsg secretary e

' Int *1923;
Bigned ‘and Mrs “Walter Fuller w was |’
“elected secretary. Mrs, E..M. Col-
ling. gave volumes from her own li~
brary as:the foundation. In 1923,
‘the Seneca Woman’s club,.assisted
by Mrs. ~Collins’ former Primary
pupils; “presented .a’ cash: memorial.
The. -interest, then .amounting to
$12. 00: iper-year, was invested- in o A — o ——— e
Nemaha. - .Building' & Loan shares; e R e Pt SRS 5;'-}::_5;’@-'\ T

~ the income:-to be used in purchas-| A f ; 3 — . ;
~ ing books-of. Mrs.. Collins selection’|
- Misg. Ruth- Collins was the first li-
Jbrarian... -She’ was- succeeded. by
‘Mrs, R. E. Karnes »a.nd -the present
- librarian, Mrs vi
... The 01d" Stone Church “was pur:-
chased . through™ a. cn:y ‘election -in
April'of 1928 at'the’ request of B.|
D. McCliman; . Ira' K.* Wells - arid
other-influential Umversahsm ‘and ¢
the Seneca Womens’ Club. -

The hhra.ry was ‘moved- from zts ;




C. G. DENNIS
LAWYER
SUBLETTE, KANSAS

. May 22n1,1953

Mrs. Joe Smith,

Route KNo. 2,

. Silver Lake, Xansas
Dear Hrs. Smith:

Enclosed find Genealogical and Histopical Sketch of the
name and family of Demnis.

. and that his father was also named Batson Dennis and he was

born in Virginia in 1760 . I understand that the State of Kentucky
was carved off of the State of Virginia.

I mlght add that the elder Batson Dennis who was born in
1760 was a Sﬁrveyer.

This is all the information I have and I trust it may help
. you soms.

Yours very truly,

——

Clarence G. Dgnnis

;/‘:‘\‘,:. oWl "*“'M-;..‘..v‘ ‘.,J -f—..'-n';l-n - -
S .? " ‘ S ._'. LR
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1 .could b
P '. poh i

2 | was regarded as. the. ablest political

ng campawner “the | county .has. ever

lmown . «His interest:in local poli=
ies was.'xs great perhaps greater

Wlth his’ home in Seneca,,Wx
more - abstam “fromzcity

cnunty, _H‘e was elected Mayor of

1| When'he was'a’ hoy."—H_e‘ atte‘nded‘

; ZmeoIn

ived | made him-a y.vell orc!’ered homes and;
= no‘bl & h

afTidver give.

-and eld thxs o&'ice- for threa years. X
"-’;'He- was agam.electec} -sheriff in [/
re [ 1904 nc]. ‘Was® re—elected in 1906:

han he-could that: ofthe |

subscmptwn schools for

thrne_ months: out of each AF)
untll he' ‘was 18. “.Then'he. Bega‘n
ito “work qut" by the ‘month. For
‘a:time. he’ was= mployed on'a farm:
‘byithe’ late Judge J oshua“Mltchell

'\ut

lwestock for- elght years and; then
ma.rned and began farming~on his.
‘own' account’ - His first '_w:fe ‘was
Mary ‘Ford,. uauvhter‘ of /+Na ;

Ford, an early. day Settler. ati-0ld
" She?passed. away- ‘about
1835, SThere were two - -daughters|
by '['.h.ls ,marnage, Mrs.. ’Meva.'Clel-‘
'land, . who . passed away at:the
'Dennis~home: in-Kelly" in*: 1903,+
and’ Mrs. Myrt]e Bemdge of Bern:}
When Mrs Clelland d_led she left b

‘his own home.. educated hLm and.
lav1shed a fa.thers OWTY:" alft{ao::tJ.‘cmE

Dowﬁey,awho survives . h

elpmeet,‘and ‘cared: for: him
i “n 'rnnhes

! D
other: to whlch. e gave’ the name
““Ira"K.”.# This: horse, was., named'
for: Ira K‘ WeIls, nou’z udge* of the !
U.S. district court for Po ;
Mr."Denms sold, Tra K.
a.’rr‘that tlme '-constder
| mous! pnce‘
Wlll 'Denm .

hm:se.'st and

‘155 Nelhe‘M Young,
; “‘Grindle -and C.:E. Math= |
ews sang:“Under’ his. Wings :
“Abide. ;With *Me.”. " Sydney=
CoIhns premded ‘at); the .organ
-The actwe ]

'T‘hnrnn: A
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The official careen of William Dennis began in 1687, when he was elected
trustee of Harrnison tounship, and held the office for three years. Jn the
fall of 1889, he was elected sheniff of Nemaha Gounty, and held i{ze office
fon foun yeans, from January 1, 1890, do January 1, 1874 He then fammed
forn a time and was appointed postmasten at Goff, Kansas, and held i/u.a office
for three gea./w //e was again elected sheniff of the county in 7904 and
held the o,{,&,ce ,éon. the following foun years. He was faithful in :t/Le
discharge of his duties and nendencd consciontions and devoted senvice %o

the pevple oﬁ i/w. county in eveny public paaufwn which he held, [, me

 was elected ﬂ?ayoxz. of Seneca in 1974, and is giving the city an e.xce,llen;é

adnunwiaauon FHFKHRNKRH

Firist wife q,f Williom Dennia: Nary (Modly) L. Fond
' Born Octoben, 1856 Died Feb. .14, 1385
Masnied Aug. 20, 1875
Parents: Nathan & (arnie (Lawnence) Fond.
(hildren o,f lu,u.cam & Mary (Ford) Dennias:
Myatle Ellen Dennis
Bonn: Nov. 29, 1878
Died: June 19, 7959
Geneva Alveta lJennis
Boan: April 26, 1881
Died: fec. 28, 1903
Mynon . Dennis
Boan: Aug. 25, 1882
Died: April 22, 1883
Willian Dennia was manried in Febauany, 1839, o Miss Olive Douney. She
was bonn Febauany 74, 1869, in Platte (ounty, Missouni and died May 25, 1955.
William Dennis:. Boan June 9, 1854, in (rawford (ounty, Illinois. (ame Zo
Kansas in 7855. (Seneca was staked out in 7357 ) Batson Dennis homesteaded

dand adjoining Seneca on the South. fJohn Dennis (iiidl's fathen) :éoo/z up a
homestead one mile gouth of Kelly. William died in 19317. ‘
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Hopking - Mothen & tathen of Mna. Henny (Anna) Berridge ot Gott, Kansas
éaﬂly settlens

Gott, Kansas

M. & Mra, Henny Befuu'.dge (Anne Hopkins) and thein 4ix chiddnen;
Jednnie
Sarah
Samuel
G, ncGrace
Marganet
Edna

Samuel Bearidge € wife (| Myntle Ellen Dennis and thein #wo oldest
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THE HAXE AYD FPAMITLY OF DENXIS

The nane of DENNIS is thousht to have been derived from the French

3’

baptismal neme of Denis or Dionise. I% is found in ancient Enslish
records in the wverious Spe“.":in':;s of Dionise, Dionis, Dionys, Denyse,
Denyss, Denys, Denneyse, Deanvs, Dennise, Denneys, Denise, Deniss,
Denis, 2-~d4 Dennis, of which the last is the form most generally
accepted in Americe today, although the next to the last form is also

freguently used.

Among the earliest records of the name in Englamd are those of Richard
filius Dionise of Couniy Norfol¥c in 1273, Richard Dionys of Yorkshire

about 1307, and Simon Denyse of Norwich at a slightly later date,

In the lahiter part of the fourteenth century one Valter Dennys resided
in Devenshire. He was the father of Sir John, who married Joane Dabernon
and had issue by her of Walter, who married Meude Bockerell. and vas the
father of Johr, who had issue by his wife Alice Christentow of Velter,
%ho married Isodd Durneford and had a son named Thomas. This Thomas had
jssue by his first wife Elizebeth Hatche of Thomas, Phillip, Michzel,
Richard (father of a2 son named Gilbert), and several daughters. By his
second wife Alice Bamféilde he had further issue of a2 son named Gilbert,

who left only female iggme,

Thomas Dennis, eldest son of Thomas and Elizebeth, married Jennor Lovday

and had issuwe by her of Sir Thomes and Henry, of whom the first had issue



Henry, secon? son of Thomas znd Jennéf’:,*‘ﬁarried Alice Speeke and dbecare
the father by her of Henry, Phillip, and Thomes Dennis, of whom the lest
resided in County Cornwall and married Mergaret Tremayne, by whom he was
the father of Hen:.ry, Edmond, Thomas, Philliv, Richerd, Oliver, and .twe
dowghters, Of these the ;Jhird son, Thomas, was the father in the early .
seventeenth cenbury by his first wife, Grace Polwheele, of Thomas, Grace,
and Dorithie, and by his second wife, Grace Ieigh, of Mary, Elizebeth,
and Bdmond.

Another early branch of the Dennis family descended from one Williem
Dennis, whe was living in Glowcestershire in the éarly fifteenth century.
He merried Margsret Corbett ond had issue by her of Sir Gilbert, who was
‘ the father by his wife Maergaret Russell of, among others, & son named
‘Morrys., The latter had issue by his first wife Xatherine Stradling of
Sir VWalter and J phn. of whom the first was the father by his wife Agnes
Davers of Sir ;T:lliam, Richard, John, and seversl daughters, OF these the
son Sir Milliam was the father by his wife Lady Anne '.Berk:éley of, among
others, Sir Walter, who married Margeret Veston and was the father of,
among others, Thomas (father of Thomes, father in the early seventee;zth
century of Williom, Waiter, Thomas, Morris, and four daughters) and

Richard (father of, among others, Walter, Morris, William, and Gilberﬁ);'

John, yowngest son of Sir Walter and his wife Agnes Davers, married the

Yidnw Wartwne [nea Marton) Kemvsh and became the father of Hush. father of
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While it is not definitely lmown from which of the several lines of the
family in England the first emigrents of the name to America were descended,
it is generally believed that most, if not 211, of t'he Dennjises were of

conmmon ancestry at a remote period.

Probebly the first bearer of the neme in America vas Thomas Dennis of

Boston, Mess., in 1630, Thomas later removed to Voodbridge, N.J., and

&% is believed to have been the father of Samuel of New Jersey and Thomes

of Boston.

One Robert Dennis enigrated from London, England, to Yarmouth, vhence he
soon removed o Portsmouth, R.I.; He id believed by some family historiens

+0 have been the father of a son named Robert, who made his home at Ports—

mouth and ¥ewmort, R.I., before 1656; but others hold that this second

..'\'Ro'bert was himself en original emigrani. In any case, he was the father by

his wife Sarah Howlend, vhom he married in 1672, of Yiary, Robert, Sarzh,

Prad

Joan, =nd Josenh.

In 1636 Bdwerd Denris mede his home 2% Boskon, lizss. By his wife Sarsh he

becare the father of Sarzh, lary, ilertha, John, end Joseph.

Jamed Dennis, who was living in Boston, Mass., prior %o she year 19553, was
the father by his wife Hery of John (died in infancy), znother John, and

possibly of severzal other children.

N Mraman Thamwia AabdTAd Ak Tomrmiah  MMaoen hafnra 14AL in whdrh wranam ha



The brothers Robert, John, znd Szmuel Dennis, who were living at YWoodbridge,
N.J., before 1674, were possibly descended from the before-mentioned Thomes
of that place, but this is not certain., Of these, Robert was tﬁe father of

Jonathan, Joseph, and Elizabeth.

About 1580 George Dennis removed from Long Island, N.Y., to New London, Conn,
In the following yeer he married the Tidow Elize.‘beth Raymond, by whom he hed

an only son named Tbenezers.

Others o:l':_" the neame who emigrated to America at early dates but left dew
records of themselves and their families were Humphrey of Charles River
Gounty, Ve., in 1639; Williem of Scituste, Mass,, in 1650; Christopher of
Virginia, 1n 1651; Lewrence of Meine, in 1685; and Thomes of Rowley, Mass.,

about 1591,

/Te descendants of these and of la%er braenches of the family in America

have scabtered jg every sechtion of the United Stetes aznd have contributed as
mach to the rise and expansion of the country as their ancestors did to its
foundinz on this continent..The record of the femily in America is that of a
conservative, indmstrious race, of high integrity and of intellectual ability

vhich has been demonsirated particularly in the fields of science and law.

Among those of the name who fought as officers in the VWar of the Revolution
were Ensign Ezelkiel Dennis, of New Jersey; Lieutensht Deniel Dennis, of

Pennsylvenia; and Ceptein John Dennis, of New J ersey.



A few of the meny members of the femily who have distinguished themselves in

America in more recent times are the followings

Charles Henry Dennis (b, 1860), of Illinois, editor.

John Benjamin Dennis (b, 1874), of Maryland, na.v'eJ. officer,
Joseph Charles Dennis (b. 1877), of Massachusetts, lawyer.
Louis Mwroe Dennis (b, 1863), of Illinois, chemist.

Sameel X, Deanis (b. 1874), of Mary:tan&, judge.

Villiam B. Dennis (b, 1865), of Ohio, mining engineer.

Williem Cullen Dennis (b. 1878), of Indisna, lawyer and college

president.

One of the most sncient and mosi frequently used of the coats of armd 5f the

- ancient English family of Demnis is that described as follows (Burke, General

*

Armory, 1884):

Arms. -- "Brmines, three bills or Denish bat'tle-axes gules, !t

n‘.‘

Crest.~— WA tiger's head (sometimes, 2 griffin's head) erased

ermines, "
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